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AFTER SCHOOL MATTERS + HARRIS THEATER FOR 
MUSIC AND DANCE 

Announce New Arts Education Partnership  
 
CHICAGO – After School Matters and Harris Theater for Music and Dance, today, announce a new Arts 
Education Partnership between the two organizations. Together they will create enrichment 
opportunities through activities with Harris Theater presented artists for After School Matters teens 
across multiple disciplines. In the 2015-2016 season, over 300 underwritten tickets will be provided to 
After School Matters through the Harris’ Access Tickets Program. After School Matters and Harris 
Theater will collaborate on curriculum alignment and resources to be provided for each performance to 
deepen student learning.  
 
“After School Matters is thrilled to partner with the Harris Theater for Music and Dance to provide 
opportunities for Chicago teens to engage directly with world-renowned artists and to experience 
world-class performances,” said Mary Ellen Caron, Chief Executive Officer of After School Matters. 
“When young people see firsthand how professionals have achieved success, they build not only their 
skills but their confidence to know that they can and should dream big.” 
 
“This partnership is so meaningful to the Harris Theater and we are happy to be joining forces with such 
a wonderful organization as After School Matters,” said Harris Theater President and Managing Director 
Michael Tiknis. “Engaging diverse audiences and creating opportunities through which our community, 
especially young people, can enjoy the arts is a cornerstone of the Harris Theater’s mission. We see 
these enrichment moments as a chance to influence lifelong supporters of, and contributors to, our 
city’s arts scene.” 
 
After School Matters and Harris Theater have developed four exciting opportunities for engagement 
throughout 2015-2016: 

 

 Lucky Plush | November 19, 2015 at 6:00PM  

Last week Lucky Plush, a Chicago-based dance company, led After School Matters teens in a 
workshop on improvisation and the creative process leading up to the company’s Harris Theater 
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debut. Tonight, over 100 students from After School Matters will attend Harris Theater’s 
presentation of Lucky Plush in their new MIX at SIX series. 

 
 Sphinx Virtuosi | December 7, 2015 at 7:30PM  

On December 7, After School Matters music students will join Sphinx Virtuosi, an ensemble 
comprised of the country’s most gifted young Black and Latino string musicians, for a pre-
performance dinner and conversation on topics such as promoting diversity in classical music, 
and the skills and commitment required of young professional musicians today. 

 

 Miami City Ballet | April 29 and 30, 2016 at 7:30PM 
This Spring, Miami City Ballet will lead a ballet master class for After School Matters dance 
students, leading up to the company’s Harris Theater debut. 

 

 This partnership kicked off with a special engagement with AXIS Dance in October in which After 
School Matters dance students participated in a conversation about physically integrated dance 
leading up to the performance of AXIS Dance, one of the world’s leading ensembles of dancers 
with and without physical disabilities. Students enjoyed dinner at the Harris Theater and 
attended AXIS Dance’s performance. 

 
As a presenter of artists and ensembles at the height of their fields, the Harris Theater has the 
opportunity to provide unique pre-professional experiences for Chicago’s gifted young artists and 
students. After School Matters will join other core Arts Education Partners at the Harris Theater, 
including: the Music Institute of Chicago, Chicago Academy for the Arts and Chicago High School for the 
Arts (ChiArts).  

 
••• 

 
About After School Matters 
After School Matters provides Chicago high school teens with high quality, out-of-school time 
opportunities to explore and develop their talents while gaining critical skills for work, college and 
beyond. Over the course of our history, more than 200,000 teens have participated in our hands-on, 
project-based after-school and summer programs in the arts, communications, science, sports and 
technology. Programs take place at locations throughout the city including Chicago public high 
schools, Chicago Park District and Chicago Public Library locations, community-based organizations 
and downtown at the Gallery 37 Center for the Arts. 
 
About Harris Theater for Music and Dance  
The Harris Theater’s mission is to partner with an array of Chicago’s emerging and midsize performing 
arts organizations to help them build infrastructure and achieve artistic growth and long-term 
organizational sustainability. Opened on November 8, 2003, the Harris Theater for Music and Dance was 
the first multi-use performing arts venue to be built in the Chicago downtown area since 1929. Today 
the Theater continues to host the most diverse offerings of any venue in Chicago, featuring the city’s 
world-renowned music and dance institutions and the Harris Theater Presents series of acclaimed 
national and international artists and ensembles.  
 



Imagine: The Campaign for Harris Theater, is a $38.8M comprehensive fundraising effort supporting the 
Theater’s multifaceted mission. The campaign ensures the continued growth and artistic development 
of the Harris Theater over the next 10 years.  
 
The Imagine campaign is led by four transformational gifts: from The Irving Harris Foundation, Joan W. 
Harris; Alexandra and John Nichols; Chauncey and Marion D. McCormick Family Foundation, Abby 
McCormick O’Neil and D. Carroll Joynes; Caryn and King Harris, The Harris Family Foundation. Additional 
leadership gifts supporting programmatic and capital projects have been generously funded by The 
Crown Family, Jay Franke and David Herro, Jack and Sandra Guthman, The Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation, The Neisser Family Foundation, The Northern Trust Company, Christine and Glenn Kelly, 
Laura and Ricardo Rosenkranz, and Marilyn and David J. Vitale.  
  
The Elizabeth Morse Charitable Trust and Elizabeth Morse Genius Charitable Trust are the lead 
underwriters of fundraising for Imagine: The Campaign for Harris Theater. 
 
The Harris Theater maintains a commitment to engaging Chicago residents of all ages and communities. 
Programs like the popular Eat to the Beat and Exelon Family Series advance access to, and 
understanding of, the performing arts. The Theater partners with health and human service agencies, K-
12 schools, and community arts organizations, providing more than 8,800 underwritten performance 
tickets through the Access Tickets Program since 2009. The Theater also connects gifted young artists 
and students to presented artists through master classes, artist talks, and other enrichment activities.  
 
The Harris Theater for Music and Dance, Chicago’s state-of-the art 1,525-seat performance venue, can 
also be found on Facebook and Twitter.  
 
To learn more about the Harris Theater, please visit HarrisTheaterChicago.org. Call the Box Office at 
312.334.7777 to request a brochure or additional information.  
 

••• 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/harristheater
https://twitter.com/harristheater
http://www.harristheaterchicago.org/

