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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

After School Matters® Among Nonprofits to Receive Support from New Organization 
‘Chicago Beyond’ 

 
CHICAGO – A new, privately held organization, Chicago Beyond, launched today and 
announced their commitment to support After School Matters with the goal of improving the lives 
of Chicago’s young people. Led by Liz Dozier, a lifelong educator and former high school 
principal, Chicago Beyond will invest in innovative ideas and scalable programs to amplify 
impact in two areas that are flip sides of the same coin – youth violence and educational 
attainment. Chicago Beyond’s support of After School Matters is part of their effort to invest in 
and expand programs with the capacity and willingness to serve a significant number of young 
people immediately. Each investment will be rigorously evaluated to learn from and share 
results with the public and philanthropic community at large.  
 
“As an educator, I have seen firsthand the extraordinary potential that lies within Chicago’s 
kids,” said Managing Director Dozier. “Chicago Beyond believes that by investing in and 
measuring proven programs and new ideas, we can learn and do more for the future of our 
youth. Our investment in After School Matters will not only help us reach more children, but also 
generate critical lessons on how to take effective programs to scale here in our city and 
beyond.” 
 
After School Matters provides valuable after-school and summer program opportunities to more 
than 15,000 Chicago high school teens each year. Chicago Beyond’s investment will allow After 
School Matters to determine the best ways to engage and enroll young men in programming, 
studying best practices, and sharing results with other organizations to do the same. Chicago 
Beyond’s investment will allow After School Matters to serve 800 new young male participants 
from high-need communities over the next two summers. The investment will generate 
knowledge on how to enroll, engage, and retain young men in summer and after-school 
programming. 
 
“After School Matters is thrilled and grateful to have the support of this exciting new 
organization,” said Mary Ellen Caron, After School Matters’ Chief Executive Officer. “Our ability 
to learn and grow is what makes us best able to serve Chicago high school teens. With Chicago 
Beyond’s investment in After School Matters, we look forward to building our successful model 
to ensure that all young people – particularly the most vulnerable among us – have the 
opportunities they deserve.” 
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Each year, After School Matters provides life-changing after-school and summer program 
opportunities to more than 15,000 Chicago high school teens. The organization’s hands-on, 
project-based apprenticeship and internship programs – in the arts, communications, science, 
sports and technology – empower teens to develop their talents while gaining critical skills for 
work, college and beyond. Over the past 25 years, more than 200,000 Chicago teens have 
participated. Programs take place throughout the city in schools, parks, libraries and community 
organizations, as well as downtown at Gallery 37 Center for the Arts.  
 
Chicago Beyond also launched their GO Innovate challenge, which will award up to $2 million 
each to winners with innovative ideas crowdsourced from the nonprofit sector in Chicago, the 
nation and around the world. Awardees will be selected from applicants that offer innovating 
programming in two areas: Reengaging Opportunity Youth and Supporting College Matriculation 
and Graduation. 
 
Chicago Beyond invests in strategies to help young people from Chicago’s under-resourced 
neighborhoods succeed in school, career and life. Their goal is to support the most promising 
ideas and work with the public sector to bring the best initiatives to scale. Working in close 
partnership with the University of Chicago’s Urban Labs, Chicago Beyond will evaluate the 
impact of initial investments in order to better understand what works, for whom, and why. For 
information about the programs Chicago Beyond is supporting and more, please visit: 
ChicagoBeyond.org. 
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