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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
June 20, 2012 
 

MARY ELLEN CARON NAMED NEW CEO OF AFTER SCHOOL MATTERS  
FOLLOWING RETIREMENT OF RAYMOND OROZCO  

 
Longtime educator, Board member brings lifetime commitment to youth 

development, strong leadership skills to program that has become national model 
for out-of-school time opportunities for teens 

 
The Board of Directors of After School Matters, the nonprofit organization that offers 
Chicago high school teens high quality, out-of-school time opportunities to develop their 
talents and gain critical skills for work, college and beyond, announced today that it has 
named Dr. Mary Ellen Caron as the organization’s new CEO effective immediately.  
 
A longtime educator and former commissioner of both the Chicago Department of 
Children and Youth Services and the subsequent Chicago Department of Family and 
Support Services, Caron was a close friend of the late Maggie Daley who founded After 
School Matters in 1991 and served as its chairperson until her passing last November. 
She has served as a member of the organization’s advisory board of directors since 
2004. 
 
Caron’s appointment follows an announcement by current After School Matters CEO 
Raymond Orozco that he will retire. Orozco has served as CEO of After School Matters 
since July 2011 when he stepped in to guide the organization through a time of transition 
as Mrs. Daley was in declining health and important structural and operational changes 
were being made to enhance teen recruitment and program quality.  
 
“Ray has proven to be a tough-minded, common-sense leader in each assignment he 
has taken on,” said Roger J. Kiley, Jr., vice chairman of the organization’s board of 
directors. “The important changes that he has implemented over the past year will 
ensure the long-term strength and sustainability of After School Matters. Over the next 
several weeks, Ray will work with Mary Ellen to ensure a smooth transition in leadership. 
We owe Ray a huge debt of gratitude and wish him well in retirement.” 
 
In announcing Caron’s appointment, Kiley noted, “It would be hard to imagine anyone 
bringing more knowledge and depth of experience to the table than Mary Ellen. Her 
commitment to young people—their well-being, their hopes and aspirations—is 
inspiring.”  
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Expressing excitement and optimism about her new role and the future of the 21-year 
old organization, Caron said, “I am proud to take on the leadership of an organization 
that plays such an important role in opening Chicago teens’ eyes to opportunities beyond 
their school day and neighborhood. After School Matters quality out-of-school time 
programming in arts, communications, science, sports and technology helps teens 
develop their talents in these content areas, but also cultivates important career 
readiness fundamentals, such as positive attitude, work ethic, problem-solving and 
interpersonal communication skills. By helping teens understand how the skills they gain 
in After School Matters transfer and are critical to success in the workplace or in college, 
our programs really do prepare students for success in work, college and beyond.”  
 
Multiple independent studies and recent data analyses have confirmed that teens who 
participate in After School Matters apprenticeship programs have fewer course failures, 
better attendance and higher high school graduation rates.  
 
In addition to her work with the City of Chicago, Caron’s career has included service as 
founding principal of Frances Xavier Warde School in the West Loop. She has also 
served as a special assistant to the CEO of the Chicago Public Schools, where she 
coordinated and facilitated the opening of 10 elementary schools. 
 
A graduate of Rosary College (now Dominican University) with a Bachelor of Arts degree 
in American studies and elementary education, Caron also earned a master’s degree in 
elementary education from Concordia University and a doctorate in educational 
leadership and policy from Loyola University of Chicago.  
 

# # # 
 
About After School Matters® 
Founded in 1991 by former Chicago First Lady Maggie Daley, who served as its Board 
chairperson until her passing in 2011, After School Matters® is a nonprofit organization 
that offers Chicago high school teens high quality, out-of-school time opportunities to 
explore and develop their talents, while gaining critical skills for work, college and 
beyond. Over the past two decades, more than 100,000 teens have participated in our 
hands-on, project-based arts, communications, science, sports, and technology 
programs at Chicago public high schools, community locations across the city and 
Downtown at Gallery 37 Center for the Arts. After School Matters programs are 
developed and delivered through a network of public and private partnerships, including 
Chicago Public Schools, the Chicago Park District, the Chicago Public Library and a 
wide range of community organizations.  


