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After School Matters® to Receive $50,000 Grant  

from Chicago Bulls Community Assist Fund 
 

Bulls to present award to After School Matters and other grantees during tonight’s game  
 
CHICAGO – The Chicago Bulls today announced that After School Matters® – a nonprofit 
organization that offers Chicago high school teens high quality, out-of-school time 
opportunities to explore and develop their talents, while gaining critical skills for work, 
college and beyond – is among the Chicagoland nonprofit organizations to receive grants 
for the 2015-16 season from Chicago Bulls Charities and through the Chicago Bulls 
Community Assist Fund, a McCormick Foundation Fund. 
 
The $50,000 grant from the Chicago Bulls Community Assist Fund to After School Matters 
will be used to support the organization’s after-school and summer programming for teens 
at sites throughout the city. The grants were awarded to organizations that support 
underserved Chicagoans and share the Bulls’ commitment to youth education, youth health 
and wellness, and violence prevention.  
 
“The Chicago Bulls have been a long-time and generous supporter of After School Matters 
and the city’s youth, and we are incredibly grateful for their continued commitment to our 
teens,” said Mary Ellen Caron, CEO of After School Matters. “This grant will help more 
Chicago teens discover their potential and find their futures through productive, hands-on 
activities in the arts, communications, science, sports and technology offered in a safe and 
engaging environment.” 
 
The nonprofit organizations receiving grants will be honored during an on-court, pre-game 
ceremony this evening, when the Bulls host the San Antonio Spurs. Chicago Bulls 
President and COO Michael Reinsdorf, Chicago Bulls Charities President Nancy Reinsdorf, 
Chicago Bulls Charities Vice President Leslie Forman and representatives from the 
McCormick Foundation will be in attendance to recognize the grantees. 
 
After School Matters is the largest provider of high quality after-school and summer 
programs for high school students in the nation, offering 23,000 program opportunities 
annually for Chicago teens – 83 percent of whom live in high poverty communities within 
the city. Research shows that teens who participate in After School Matters programs have 
higher Freshmen On-Track and high school graduation rates than their peers. 
 
For more than two decades, After School Matters has offered Chicago high school teens 
high quality, expanded-learning opportunities that allow them to explore and develop their 
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talents, while gaining critical skills for work, college and beyond. This fall, After School 
Matters is providing teens with 7,000 opportunities through more than 300 programs 
throughout the city. 
 
After School Matters is now accepting applications for its Spring program session. Teens 
can search and apply for programs at www.afterschoolmatters.org/teens.  
 
Follow After School Matters on Twitter at @aftrschoolmttrs, on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/AfterSchoolMatters and on Instagram at AfterSchoolMatters. Learn 
more at www.afterschoolmatters.org.   
 

~ ~ ~ 
 
ABOUT AFTER SCHOOL MATTERS: 
After School Matters is a nonprofit organization that offers Chicago high school teens high 
quality, out-of-school time opportunities to explore and develop their talents, while gaining 
critical skills for work, college and beyond. Over the course of our history, more than 
200,000 teens have participated in our hands-on, project-based after-school and summer 
programs in the arts, communications, science, sports and technology.  Programs take 
place at locations throughout the city including Chicago public high schools, Chicago Park 
District and Chicago Public Library locations, community-based organizations and 
downtown at the Gallery 37 Center for the Arts.  
 
For more information, visit www.afterschoolmatters.org. Follow After School Matters on 
Twitter at @aftrschoolmttrs, on Facebook at facebook.com/afterschoolmatters, on YouTube 
at youtube.com/aftrschoolmttrs, and on Instagram at AfterSchoolMatters. 
 
About the Chicago Bulls Community Assist Fund, a McCormick Foundation Fund 
Established in 1990, through the Chicago Bulls Community Assist Fund, a McCormick 
Foundation Fund, local nonprofit organizations with programs that concentrate on youth 
education and health & wellness are supported. Grants are made possible with the 
generosity of Bulls fans, the general public and corporate donations. All donations are 
matched at 50 cents on the dollar by the Robert R. McCormick Foundation, based in 
Chicago, Illinois. The Chicago Bulls and the McCormick Foundation pay all expenses, 
ensuring 100 percent of donations, plus the match, goes directly to local nonprofit 
organizations making an impact. Since inception, $545,000 has been distributed improving 
the lives of at risk youth across Chicagoland. To learn more about the Chicago Bulls 
Community Assist Fund please visit http://donate.mccormickfoundation.org/bulls 
 
About the Robert R. McCormick Foundation 
Robert R. McCormick Foundation is committed to fostering communities of educated, 
informed and engaged citizens. Through philanthropic programs, Cantigny Park and 
museums, the Foundation helps develop citizen leaders and works to make life better in 
our communities. The Foundation was established as a charitable trust in 1955, upon the 
death of Colonel Robert R. McCormick, the longtime editor and publisher of the Chicago 

http://www.afterschoolmatters.org/teens
https://twitter.com/aftrschoolmttrs
http://www.facebook.com/AfterSchoolMatters
http://instagram.com/afterschoolmatters
http://www.afterschoolmatters.org/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001IKB_U5mDZ2bo6v3sE7ADvJZWG68N-uivVNCdDwkcS9SnjV51Co2OLDWblZz52svBV_jqoBRFpDehR3NgPjRi7MWASK517jojWHBKo-RVuq37jc5A_RJzET8yDjoDpsVs
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001IKB_U5mDZ2bo6v3sE7ADvJZWG68N-uivVNCdDwkcS9SnjV51Co2OLDWblZz52svBV_jqoBRFpDc51iPTMN_yZWHykWC4JGAy9kkTwuArlHzwOksbtAycojnXAIv4tZuGSZakQsywsR0=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001IKB_U5mDZ2bo6v3sE7ADvJZWG68N-uivVNCdDwkcS9SnjV51Co2OLDWblZz52svBV_jqoBRFpDehR3NgPjRi7G2lFLWGhpwBR98hAXa7z4iAVEjjOiNRMdrwG42uMRSN27doWVa5ydZJZ5MiJbPMjg==
http://www.youtube.com/aftrschoolmttrs
http://instagram.com/afterschoolmatters
http://donate.mccormickfoundation.org/bulls


Tribune. The McCormick Foundation is one of the nation's largest foundations, with more 
than $1.5 billion in assets.  
 
The McCormick Foundation’s Communities Program continues Col. McCormick’s legacy by 
partnering with sports teams, such as the Chicago Bulls, media outlets and philanthropic 
organizations across the country, to raise money and provide matching dollars which 
increase the impact of charitable giving. To learn more about the McCormick Foundation 
visit www.McCormickFoundation.org, Follow us on Twitter and Like us on Facebook.  
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