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Program photos available here.  
 

Applications Now Open for Chicago High School Teens Seeking 

Paid Summer Apprenticeship and Internship Programs with After School 
Matters®

   
10,000 program opportunities available to Chicago teens this summer 

  
CHICAGO—After School Matters® is now accepting teen applications for its summer 2016 program 
session. Nearly 600 programs in the arts, communications, science, sports and technology will be 
offered at locations throughout Chicago including at Chicago Public Schools, Chicago Park District 
and Chicago Public Library locations, community organizations, local businesses and downtown in 
Millennium Park and at the Gallery 37 Center for the Arts. Advanced programs will begin the week of 
June 27, and all others will begin the week of July 5. Teens can search and apply for summer 
programs online at afterschoolmatters.org. 
 
In total, 10,000 paid apprenticeship and internship opportunities will be available to Chicago high 
school teens this summer through After School Matters. Summer programs will meet approximately 
four-to-five days a week for three-to-four hours per day over the course of six-to-seven weeks. 
Participating teens are eligible to earn a stipend based on the skill level of the program. Teens can 
earn up to $725 for an advanced apprenticeship program, up to $420 for an apprenticeship program, 
and up to $336 for a pre-apprenticeship program. Teen interns will earn $10.50 per hour.  
 
“This summer, After School Matters is providing more opportunities in a single program session than 
ever before,” said Mary Ellen Caron, chief executive officer. “Growth is crucial, because more than 
20,000 teens applied for our programs last summer alone. Chicago’s youth deserve a safe, productive 
and inspiring summer program experience that will prepare them for college, careers and beyond. 
When we invest in young people, we tell them that they matter.” 

 
After School Matters’ unique programs offer teens an opportunity to explore and develop their talents, 
while gaining critical skills for their futures. Data has shown that teens who participate in After School 
Matters programs have higher Freshmen On-Track rates, improved school-day attendance and higher 
high school graduation rates than their peers. 
  
A few of the exciting programs offered throughout the city this summer include: 
 

The Business of Music – Arts 
Location: Chicago West Community Music Center, East Garfield Park 
The Business of Music gives teens insight and hands-on experience with the music industry by 
using recording equipment, developing scripts, writing songs and training in voiceovers. 
Additionally, this program teaches teens essential business skills to prepare for college and 
careers after high school.  
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Creative Writing, Downtown – Communications 
Location: Gallery 37 Center for the Arts, Loop 
Teens hone their writing skills and explore several different narrative forms in this advanced 
program. Creative Writing gives teens an environment to express themselves and produce 
stories of publishable quality. Teens will have the chance to read their work at various locations 
throughout Chicago. 
 
Digital Imagination – Tech 
Location: Ray and Joan Kroc Salvation Army Center, West Pullman 
This program allows teens to explore various digital media technologies including music 
recording, website creation, graphic design and photo/video/audio editing. Through their 
exploration, teens will learn digital presentation, team leadership and project management 
skills as they work together to create a group video project. 
 
Girls in the Game – Sports  
Location: Union Park, Near West Side 
Girls in the Game brings a diverse group of young women together to learn the fundamentals 
of sports, fitness, nutrition and coaching to empower the teens to be leaders in their community 
and mentors for younger girls. The teen counselors then work with adult staff to lead clinics on 
more than 30 different sports, fitness, health and leadership topics for youth.  
 
Leaps and Bounds – Science 
Location: Gary Comer Youth Center, Greater Grand Crossing 
The Leaps and Bounds program prepares teens to make the leap into post-secondary life by 
building the skills and confidence necessary to have a successful transition into their first year 
of college. This program focuses on ensuring academic success, developing leadership skills 
and enhancing computer literacy. The program will hold several career awareness workshops 
for teens over the summer.   

 
Urban Teen Growers: Chicago Botanic Garden – Science 
Location: Gallery 37 Center for the Arts, Loop 
Teens looking to dig into something new will enjoy the hands-on activities and field trips to 
gardens around Chicago with Urban Teen Growers. During the program, teens will grow fruits 
and vegetables on the Gallery 37 Center for the Arts rooftop and inside the Urban Garden Lab, 
while learning about urban food growing, cooking delicious meals and practicing environmental 
sustainability. 
 
"You Got Served" Culinary Program – Arts 
Location: NEBC Employment Resource Services, Austin 
"You Got Served" is a culinary program for young men who are looking to gain skills in gourmet 
food prep, presentation and service. Teens will learn the fundamentals of food styling, plating 
and creating recipes while working in a professional-level kitchen.  
 

To learn more about programs in a particular community area, please reach out to After School 
Matters’ Communications Department. 
 
Teens can search and apply for Summer 2016 programs at afterschoolmatters.org. Current 
Chicago public high school students who are Chicago residents, including rising freshmen and just-
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graduated seniors, are eligible. Some spots are available to non-CPS high school students. As part of 
the application process, teens will interview with program instructors to discuss and present their skills 
and interests. Chicago teens are encouraged to apply early, as program opportunities fill up quickly. 
For questions about programs and applications, call 312-742-4182 or email 
applications@afterschoolmatters.org. 
  
For more information, visit www.afterschoolmatters.org. Follow After School Matters on Twitter at 
@aftrschoolmttrs, on Facebook at facebook.com/afterschoolmatters, on YouTube at 
youtube.com/aftrschoolmttrs and on Instagram at AfterSchoolMatters. 

  
~~~ 

  
About After School Matters 
After School Matters provides Chicago high school teens with high quality, out-of-school time 
opportunities to explore and develop their talents while gaining critical skills for work, college and 
beyond. Over the course of our history, more than 200,000 teens have participated in our hands-on, 
project-based after-school and summer programs in the arts, communications, science, sports and 
technology. Programs take place at locations throughout Chicago. 
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